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‘Bring Your Own Device’ (BYOD) 

 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Firstly, we are very much looking forward to welcoming our students back over this first week. 
As you will be aware, we have generated significant momentum with regards to digital learning 
during lockdown. As a school, we are keen to capitalise on the momentum generated to become 
a school that uses digital technology more regularly in order enhance and support learning.  
 
In a recent student and parental survey, over 80% of respondents felt that a continuation of 
digital technology would enhance learning. As a result, we are encouraging students to ‘Bring 
Their Own Device’ (BYOD) in order to increase the use of digital technology across the school. 
It must be noted, however, that students will be responsible for the safety of their own devices in 
school. Armadale Academy and West Lothian Council will not be responsible for any damage, 
accidental or otherwise, to devices. We would encourage students to use locker facilities 
available, particularly during PE changing. Please ask the School Office for more information 
regarding school lockers.  
 
However, we recognise that not all students will be able to bring a device such as a laptop or 
tablet and we want to re-assure you that no student will be disadvantaged by this. We have 
purchased a significant amount of additional hardware for the school that will be able to be used 
by our students. Furthermore, we recognise that use of technology will not suit every student’s 
style. As a result, there will, of course, be flexibility in this approach.  
 
Before and during lockdown, we issued all our available laptops and netbooks to students. It is 
our intention that students who were issued with a laptop should continue to borrow these 
laptops to support their learning. Could I ask that all students currently borrowing a school 
laptop bring them, and chargers, into school every day where myself and Mr. Duffie will explain 
the responsibility agreement over the course of our first week back. The responsibility agreement 
is at the bottom of this letter for your information. However, please be assured that we will meet 
with students in small groups in order to explain this fully.  
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Jack McKay 
 
Depute Head Teacher  
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Armadale Academy ‘Bring Your Own Device’ (BYOD) Policy  
 ‘Learning Anytime, Anywhere’ 

The use of technology to enhance learning and teaching develops students’ skills for learning, life 
and work. Technology plays a major role in the lives of our students’ social activities and 
working life. This is even more pertinent during a period of ‘blended learning’.  

There is a national expectation that schools will provide “opportunities to apply, reinforce and extend ICT skills 
within and across curriculum areas to equip children and young people with the learning and employability skills 

required for the 21st century.” 

 
[Curriculum for Excellence] 

Armadale Academy is committed to using educational technology to further improve the 
learning experiences and achievements of all our students. Digital technology provides us with 
opportunities to inspire and motivate our young people to achieve their full potential and engage 
them fully in their learning. We believe that the use of any technology will enhance everyday 
learning, teaching & assessment and in particular will:  

 Raise educational attainment 

 Enable students’ access to the most up to date educational resources 

 Raise levels of engagement, motivation and interaction 

 Improve facilitation of different learning styles 

 Promote blended learning 

 Improve self-management and independent learning 

 Provide opportunities for students to communicate, collaborate, research, share and 
expand knowledge 

 Create a student-centered curriculum which will provide engaging lessons 
 

To support learning anytime and anywhere across the school, all students and staff 
have access to the school Wi-Fi network. This enables students and staff to access 
the internet on any Wi-Fi enabled device. In order to give students as many 
opportunities as possible to use technology, the school allows students to use their 
own personal electronic device (smartphone, laptop, netbook, iPad, tablet etc) within the 
classroom. This Bring Your Own Device policy is intended to support learning anytime, 
anywhere. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

BYOD Responsible Use Guidelines 

To ensure we have a shared understanding of what being a BYOD school will entail, the 
students, parents and staff of Armadale Academy have created ‘BYOD Responsible Use 
Guidelines.’ Students who bring their device to school will follow the below guidance:  

1. Students will be responsible for the safety of their own devices in school. The school and 
West Lothian Council will not be responsible for any damage, accidental or otherwise, to 
the device.  

2. Students will have a passcode on their device, and they will keep that passcode to 
themselves. 

3. Students will keep their device inside at all times, unless asked by a teacher. 
4. Students will ensure their device is kept safe during PE by handing devices to PE staff to 

be securely stored during their PE lesson.  
5. Students will respect other people’s devices. 
6. Students will ensure that their device is charged for use before bringing it to school. 
7. Students will keep their device on their desks when using it to keep it as safe as possible. 
8. Students will only use appropriate apps and websites to help them learn or demonstrate 

their learning. 
9. When using their own devices, students will only take pictures and videos of their own 

work. No inappropriate pictures will be taken or shared. 
10. Students will only share appropriate information when using their device online 
11. Students will only use their devices when they are asked and are expected to use them 

maturely and responsibly.  
 
A failure to meet any of the above guidelines will involve student reminders and parental contact, 
if necessary.  

I understand that I am to take full responsibility for my own device and will follow this 
responsible use contract at all times. I also understand that if I use my device to access social 
media, for texting/communicating with anyone, or for taking photos or videos of anyone or 
anything other than myself or my own work, I will not be allowed to use my device for the 
remainder of the term. 

 

Student Name (please print): ____________________________________________________ 

Student Signature:  ____________________________________________________________ 

Date: ________________              Class________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


