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15 December 2020  
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
S4-S6 National Qualifications Arrangements  
 
As we approach the end of the year I wanted to keep you updated on our plans for S4-S6 
students who will be sitting National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher qualifications.  
 
You will be aware the Scottish Government has now confirmed that there will be no end 
of year exams this session. Teachers are gathering evidence for their students through an 
Alternative Certification Model to provide the SQA with provisional results. These results 
will then be subject to external scrutiny to ensure fairness and equity, as well as the 
robustness and reliability of teacher professional judgements.  
 
Whilst we are aware that this change of assessment model may increase anxiety for 
students, we believe there are huge opportunities and positives associated with this 
decision. The decision removes the one-off high stakes assessment that some SQA courses 
have and as such, each assessment provides the opportunity for students to display their 
knowledge and skills over the course of the year. By implication, it is hugely important 
that all students are encouraged to take responsibility for their own progress on an 
ongoing and consistent basis by fully preparing for all assessments this session.  
 
The assessment model will use ‘holistic assessments’ as well as other forms of ongoing 
assessments. A holistic assessment is one which ensures appropriate breadth, depth and 
application and will form more than one aspect or unit of the course. These assessments 
will be conducted under SQA exam conditions but will take place in classrooms rather 
than an exam hall.  
 
Our arrangements for the holistic assessment windows have been developed in 
consultation with staff, students and parents. At the core of our decision making process 
has been the health and wellbeing of our students, as well as giving them the best possible 
chance to succeed. We believe that the timing and length of these assessment windows is 
key to both of these factors. 
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There will be two holistic assessment windows for students. The first window will run from 
11 January 2021 to 26 February 2021. We have not yet finalised the second window as we 
would like to do some evaluation of the first window to see if any improvements are required.  
 
We intend to host a Family Learning Evening in January which will be led by one of our 
partner organisations Head Strong. They will offer support to parents and students by 
providing a range of strategies to help cope with assessment stress and anxiety during these 
unprecedented times.  
 
Please find attached a copy of the holistic assessment window one timetable. Students are 
currently developing their own personalised timetables to ensure they are aware of timings 
to allow them to prioritise their workload.  
 
As ever, there may be occasions where you wish to speak to someone about the assessment 
window. I would ask that all questions or concerns are directed in the 1st instance to the 
relevant Depute Head Teacher:  
 
Mrs E Reid (Depute Head Teacher – S4) – emma.reid2@westlothian.org.uk  
 
Mr J McKay (Depute Head Teacher – S5 & S6) – jack.mckay@westlothian.org.uk  
 
In the meantime, please encourage your son/daughter to have some time off over Christmas 
and New Year. They need an opportunity to ‘recharge the batteries’ for what will be an 
exceptionally busy term ahead.  
 
Wishing you and your family a safe and restful Christmas holiday.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
 
Mr G Paris  
Head Teacher 
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