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23 February 2021 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Senior Phase Coursing Arrangements  
 
Over the next few weeks we have planned a number of events for our S3-5 students to 
support them to further explore their next steps.   These include sessions delivered by 
school staff as well as partnership events such as the West Lothian Pathways evenings. 
 
Due to the current COVID-19 situation, we have had to make some significant changes to 
our planning and delivery of these. However we are confident that we have a 
comprehensive and robust plan in place designed to ensure students and parents can 
make well informed choices.  
 
At Armadale Academy we are committed to promoting a 6 year learning journey (S1-6).  
We are a large Secondary school which, in part, allows us to offer a broad and flexible 
range of curriculum pathways and courses, including work-based learning, that supports 
all of our students with the opportunity to gain qualifications and leave school better 
equipped for their future.  
 
For those students in S3-5, the time to make their subject choices for the 2021/22 session 
is fast approaching.  A good first start for this process is to visit our custom designed 
learning pathways website: 
 
https://www.armadalelearningpathways.co.uk/ 
 
In addition, we will be hosting a Senior Phase Coursing event this Thursday evening 6pm 
– 7pm.  This session aims to: 
 

 Briefly update all current parents of S4-6 students of the latest updates from SQA 
about this year’s qualifications 

 Outline the range of pathways available within Armadale Academy next session 
 Signpost the range of supports and resources that are available to support the 

decision making process. 
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Please find the link to the event below: 
 
http://bit.ly/Senior_Phase_Information_Evening 
 
 
 
If you are an S3 parent, you should have already received a group call inviting you to 
choose a time to discuss your child’s options for S4. Group calls will be sent to parents of 
all S4-5 over the next couple of weeks asking them to do the same.  
 
The timeline for course choice is as follows: 
 

Week Beginning  
1st March All students in S3-5 to receive PSD input via TEAMS to help 

them reflect on their skills and attributes. This is designed 
to help them make more informed choices with their 
subjects next year.  
S3 parents contacted with a time to discuss course choice 
selection.  

8th March S3 course choice will take place over TEAMS. Each student 
will be contacted by either their Head of House, Teacher of 
Wellbeing or the Depute Head Teacher House link. 

15th March S4 course choice will take place over TEAMS following the 
same process 

22nd March S5 course choice will take place over TEAMS 
29th March Any pupils not already coursed will be contacted 

 
In addition to this, West Lothian Council are also hosting three events for all S3-6 students 
across the authority. These events planned and delivered in partnership with our 
partners and aim to signpost learning beyond the school, either as a destination when 
students leave school, or as part of their school experience next year.  
 
All events will take place over Webex, and links will be group called in advance to register.  
 
Higher Education event: Wednesday 24th February 2021 6.30 pm- 7.30 pm 
 
Our Higher Education event, in partnership with Edinburgh, Stirling and Napier 
Universities and Lothian Equal Access Programme for Schools (LEAPS) will cover broad 
topics such as subjects on offer, what it's like to learn at university and wider student life. 
LEAPS will talk about the support they can offer to help young people to access university 
study. There will be links to further information and online events as part of this and the 
opportunity to pose questions. 
 
Webex link: https://bit.ly/3dlopNX 
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Further Education event: Wednesday 3rd March 6.30 pm – 7.30 pm 
 
Running in partnership with West Lothian College and Scotland’s Rural College (SRUC), 
representatives from both colleges will speak about the range of pathways and courses 
they offer as well as what studying at college is like. West Lothian College will discuss the 
school-college partnership courses available for young people in S3 and above to follow 
as part of their school curriculum, as well as full and part time courses for school leavers. 
SRUC will also cover the various opportunities for further education study that they offer.  
 
There will be links to further information and online events as part of this and the 
opportunity to pose questions. 
 
Employability event: Thursday 11th March 6.30 pm – 7.30 pm 
 

This event is running in partnership with Skills Development Scotland and is designed 
for young people who are keen to enter the workplace as their next step after leaving 
school. We will discuss the partnership approach in West Lothian to supporting young 
people into a positive destination, the importance of future skills, how young people can 
start planning for their future career while still at school and who can help with this, and 
the current and future opportunities in West Lothian and the surrounding area. We will 
also discuss some West Lothian programmes for school leavers.  
 
There will be links to further information and online events as part of this and the 
opportunity to pose questions. 
 
If you require any further information regarding any of these events then please do not 
hesitate to contact me. 
 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
Emma Reid 
 
Depute Head Teacher (Acting) 
 


